CONSTITUTION and BY-LAWS of The American Ceramic Society
Bold type indicates Constitution Articles; Italic type indicates By-Law Articles FIFTH: Except as otherwise provided herein, every person who is or has been a Director or officer of the Society is hereby indemnified by the Society against expenses and liabilities actually and necessarily incurred by the person in connection with the defense of either i) any action suit, or proceeding to which the person may be a party defendant, or ii) any claim of liability asserted against the person by reason of the person's being or having been a Director or officer of the Society, provided that the person acted in good faith and in a manner the person reasonably believed to be in or not opposed to the best interest of the Society. Without limitation, the term "expenses" includes any amount paid or agreed to be paid in satisfaction of a judgment or in settlement of a judgment or claim of liability. The Society does not, however, indemnify any Director or officer in respect to any matter to which the Director or officer shall be finally adjudged liable for misconduct in the performance of the Director's or officer's duties as such Director or officer, nor, in the case of a settlement, unless such settlement shall be found to be in the interests of the Society by i) the court having jurisdiction of the action, suit or proceedings against such Director or officer or of a suit involving the Director's or officer's right to indemnification, or ii) a majority of the Directors of the Society then in office other than those involved in such matter (whether or not such majority constitutes a quorum). The foregoing right of indemnification shall be in addition to all rights to which any Director or officer may be entitled as a matter of law, and shall be interpreted so as to be consistent with the provisions of Ohio Revised Code section 1702.12, as the same may be amended or replaced.
SIXTH: Upon the dissolution of the Society, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making provision for the payment of all of the liabilities of the Society, convey all the assets of the Society to any successor tax-exempt entity under section 501 (c) (3) of the Code (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue law) having educational, scientific and charitable purposes similar to those of the Society, and if there be no such successor, then to a taxexempt entity under section 501 (c ) (3) of the Code (or corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue law) designated by the members of the Society at the time of dissolution and, in default of such designation, to a tax-exempt entity under section 501 (c) (3) of the Code (or the corresponding provision of any Untied States Internal Revenue law) designated by a majority of the members of the Board of Directors. Any assets of the Society not so disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Pleas of Franklin County, Ohio solely to such organization or organizations that are organized and operated exclusively for purposes described in section 501 (c) (3) of the Code (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Revenue law), as said court shall determine. Requirements for the various grades of membership together with the modes of election and privileges shall be provided in the By-Laws of the SOCIETY.
Constitution of The American Ceramic Society

4.
The privilege of holding office in the SOCIETY, in its Divisions, its Classes or its Sections shall apply to all categories of voting membership.
5.
The Board of Directors may institute non-voting grades of membership as defined in the By-Laws.
BY-LAWS ARTICLE BIII. MEMBERSHIP
1.
The qualifications for and the method of election of applicants to the several grades of membership shall be as follows: The term of office of the Directors shall be three years.
4.
The 
CONSTITUTION ARTICLE VI. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
The Board of Directors shall annually appoint a Nominating Committee for the purpose of proposing candidates for the Board of Directors, the offices of President (when necessary), President-Elect, and
Treasurer, when necessary. The President-Elect shall not be eligible to serve on this Committee.
2.
The Secretary shall forward the report of the Nominating Committee to the Board of Directors. Approval by majority vote shall be required for the acceptance of the slate of nominees.
3.
The election of President (when necessary), President-Elect and Directors of the SOCIETY as are to be elected shall be held annually in the manner provided in the By-Laws. The Treasurer shall be elected by the Board of Directors for a two-year term. The number of members constituting a quorum at any meeting of the SOCIETY shall be as provided in the By-Laws.
BY-LAWS ARTICLE BVI. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
To ensure that ACerS leadership reflects the diverse communities that we serve, ACerS will strive to achieve diversity on the Board of Directors and Nominating Committee through; (i) gender equity, (ii) representation of persons with disabilities, LGBTQ, underrepresented US minorities, and/or indigenous peoples, (iii) representation of individuals domiciled both in the US and abroad, and (iv) representation of both the academic and non-academic work sectors.
4.
Rules contained in "Robert's Rules of Order, Revised," shall govern the proceedings of the SOCIETY in all cases to which they are applicable and consistent with the Constitution, By-Laws or Rules of the SOCIETY.
5.
The order of business at any meeting of the SOCIETY shall be as prescribed in the By-Laws. 
BY-LAWS ARTICLE BVII. MEETINGS
BY-LAWS ARTICLE BVIII. DUES AND FEES
1.
The Board of Directors shall review the recommendation of the Executive Committee and establish annually dues and fees for the several grades of membership.
2.
The annual dues shall be payable the first day of the anniversary date (month joined). The privileges of membership in the respective grades shall begin upon the initial payment of the said yearly dues. 3.
Lifetime Members shall have continuous membership without further payment of dues.
4.
A member whose annual dues are in arrears more than three months shall be dropped from the membership list. In computing length of continuous SOCIETY membership for the purpose of determining award eligibility and special memberships, gaps of <12 months will be ignored.
5.
Members shall receive issues of The American Ceramic SOCIETY Bulletin and Ceramic Source published after the date of admission to membership, provided they pay the full yearly fee as specified by the Board of Directors.
CONSTITUTION ARTICLE IX. CLASSES
1.
The Board of Directors may authorize the organization and establishment of Classes of the SOCIETY in the manner provided in the By-Laws.
2.
Classes serve to permit members of the SOCIETY to group together according to their professional training and experience to advance the purpose of the SOCIETY.
3.
Each Class shall have power to make such rules, elect such officers and conduct such business as it may deem proper, consistent with the Charter, the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of the SOCIETY.
4.
The affairs of a Class shall be managed by leaders selected according to the Rules of the Class for terms defined by the rules of a Class.
5.
No Class may obligate the SOCIETY except on authority of the Board of Directors. 6.
In the event of the dissolution of a Class of the SOCIETY, any assets of the Class remaining after the settlement of its affairs shall be conveyed to the SOCIETY. 
BY-LAWS ARTICLE BIX. CLASSES
CONSTITUTION ARTICLE X. DIVISIONS
1.
The Board of Directors may authorize the establishment of Divisions of the SOCIETY in the manner provided in the By-Laws.
2.
Divisions of the SOCIETY shall be groups of members organized to stimulate the growth and activities of the SOCIETY in particular branches of the arts and sciences of ceramics.
3.
Each Division shall have power to make such rules, elect such officers and conduct such business as it may deem proper, consistent with the Charter, the Constitution, By-Laws, and Rules of the SOCIETY.
4.
In order to qualify to vote or to hold office in a Division, each voting member of the SOCIETY shall enroll in that Division.
The affairs of a Division shall be managed by a Chair, Secretary, and such other officers as the Division may deem necessary. Each Division officer shall be elected for a term of one year, or until a successor is elected and duly qualified. The officers shall be elected by the voting members of the SOCIETY enrolled in the Division, and the procedure of nomination shall be in accordance with the Division rules. 6.
No Division may obligate the SOCIETY except on authority of the Board of Directors. 7.
In the event of the dissolution of a Division of the SOCIETY, any assets of the Division remaining after the settlement of its affairs shall be conveyed to the SOCIETY. Sections of the SOCIETY shall be groups organized to promote the purpose of the SOCIETY in particular and defined geographic areas.
BY-LAWS ARTICLE BX. DIVISIONS
a. The Divisions of the SOCIETY shall be as follows: Art, Archaeology and Conservation Science Division Basic Science Division Bioceramics Division Cements Division Engineering Ceramics Division Electronics Division Glass & Optical Materials Division Manufacturing Division Nuclear & Environmental Technology Division Refractory Ceramics Division Structural Clay Products Division b. Additional Divisions may be added or the name of a Division changed by amending subsection a. above on petition, as provided in these By-laws. c. When a Division is deemed to be inactive as defined in the
3.
Each Section shall have power to make such rules, elect such officers and conduct such business as it may deem proper, consistent with the Charter, the Constitution, By-Laws, and Rules of the SOCIETY.
4.
In the event of the dissolution of a Section of the SOCIETY and the discharge of its debts and settlement of its affairs, any assets remaining shall be conveyed to the SOCIETY for the SOCIETY'S general purposes. Each Section of the SOCIETY will have a Section Fund allocated on an annual basis.
BY-LAWS ARTICLE BXI. SECTIONS
5.
A Section shall not expend funds of the SOCIETY not specifically advanced to it, or incur indebtedness in the name of the SOCIETY. Sections shall not access dues of its members. However, a Section may charge members to participate in meetings, events, and other Section activities. Funds so raised shall be in the custody of the Treasurer of the Section and subject to withdrawal on authority of the proper Officers, as provided in the rules of the Section. 6.
The provisions of the Constitution, By-Laws, and Procedures of the SOCIETY shall govern the procedure of all Sections, but no action or obligation of a Section shall be considered an action or obligation of the SOCIETY. The previous sentence shall be imprinted on any publication issued by a Section.
CONSTITUTION ARTICLE XII. INTERNATIONAL CHAPTERS
1.
The Board of Directors may authorize the establishment of International Chapters of the SOCIETY in the manner provided in the By-Laws.
2.
International Chapters of the SOCIETY shall be groups organized to promote the purpose of the SOCIETY in particular and defined geographic areas.
3.
Each International Chapter shall have power to make such rules, elect such officers and conduct such business as it may deem proper, consistent with the Charter, the Constitution, By-Laws, and Rules of the SOCIETY.
4.
In the event of the dissolution of an International Chapter of the SOCIETY and the discharge of its debts and settlement of its affairs, any assets remaining shall be conveyed to the SOCIETY for the SOCIETY'S general purposes. An International Chapter shall not expend funds of the SOCIETY or incur indebtedness in the name of the SOCIETY.
BY-LAWS ARTICLE BXII. INTERNATIONAL CHAPTERS
4.
No action or obligation of an International Chapter shall be considered an action or obligation of the SOCIETY.
5.
In the event that an International Chapter has two years of continuous inactivity or has demonstrated financial mismanagement of the Chapter, the SOCIETY Board of Directors may dissolve the Chapter.
CONSTITUTION ARTICLE XIII. STUDENT BRANCHES
1.
The Board of Directors may authorize the establishment of Student Branches of the SOCIETY in the manner provided in the By-Laws to permit college students to organize for the purpose of becoming acquainted with and advancing the purpose of the SOCIETY.
2.
Student Branches may make such rules, elect such officers, and conduct such business as they may deem proper, subject to the Charter, the Constitution, By-Laws and Rules of the SOCIETY. For committees with staggered terms of membership, unless otherwise specified, all appointments to a new committee or to replace resigning members of existing committees shall be of such a duration as to establish and/or maintain the desired staggered terms of office of subsequent appointments. 7.
Unless otherwise excepted, all members of a committee shall be entitled to vote on any issue coming before that committee. Members are defined as elected or appointed members of the committee, including the chair and ex officio members as specified for each committee. 
BY-LAWS ARTICLE BXIV.2. COMMITTEES REPORTING TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
